
Visual	Arts	A	Rubric	(Out	of	28	because	of	the	old	Rubric)	

xtended Essay: Exemplar Commentary 

Subject Visual Arts If applicable, theme 
for WSEE 

 

If applicable, 
category for 
language essays 

 If applicable, 
subjects used for 
WSEE 

 

Title of essay Master of Suspense: Alfred Hitchcock  
Research Question: How does Alfred Hitchcock visually guide 
viewers as he creates suspense in films such as “The Pleasure 
Garden,” “The Lodger,” “Strangers on a Train” and “Psycho”? 

Essay number  Examination session  

Assessment of extended essay 

Criteria Mark awarded Commentary 

A: Focus and 
method 

[6] 

5 The essay reaches achievement level 5-6 
and deserves the lower mark. The topic of 
the essay is appropriate, interesting and 
made sufficiently clear, as is the purpose 
and focus of the research. The candidate 
does a good job of frequently bringing the 
discussion back to the research question. 
Evidence of an effective and informed 
selection of sources is to be found 
throughout the essay. 

B: Knowledge and 
understanding 

[6] 

5 The essay reaches achievement level 5-6 
and deserves the lower mark. The source 
material is clearly relevant and 
appropriate. The analysis of the films in 
question is well handled and appropriate 
historical and critical texts have been 
consulted. The use of subject specific 



terminology is accurate, if not 
perspicacious, and the use of language 
demonstrates effective knowledge and 
understanding. 

C: Critical thinking 

[12] 

10 The best-fit approach is needed here. The 
research is clearly appropriate and in 
places effectively applied to the argument 
and analysis, although not consistently so 
(11). The inclusion of less relevant 
research (Hitchcock’s influence on Martin 
Scorsese’s Shutter Island) does not 
significantly detract from the quality of the 
overall analysis (11). An effective series of 
arguments has been developed, although 
in a somewhat piecemeal manner that 
does not entirely lead to the summative 
conclusion (9). In terms of the films, the 
research has been critically evaluated. 
Some of the secondary sources, such as 
reference to Donald Spoto, is well handled, 
while other sections, e.g. reference to 
Edward Munch’s The Scream and the 
discussion of mirrors in Psycho, may be 
interesting, but are not clearly linked to 
the research. (10) 

D: Presentation 

[4] 

4 The essay meets the expectations for the 
formal presentation. Although it would 
have been more impressive if a side-by-
side comparison with Munch’s The Scream 
had been presented, this should not be 
seen as an expectation and such an 
omission does not prevent the formal 
presentation from being deemed “good.” 

E: Engagement 

[6] 

(not included) 

 The assessment of an accompanying 
RPPF will affect the overall mark awarded 
and the grade achieved. 



Total marks 
awarded 

24/28 Although in places more descriptive than 
necessary, overall this is an intelligent, 
insightful and analytical extended essay. 
The candidate has reflected both upon the 
films in question and secondary sources, 
with an appropriate focus on cinematic 
themes relevant to an extended essay 
registered in the Visual Arts. In several 
instances the analysis is good and leads to 
a rather convincing argument. 

Please note: as a result of modifying 
existing extended essays for illustrative 
purposes, not all exemplars have an 
accompanying RPPF for assessment under 
criterion E (this is a mandatory element for 
all essays as of 2018). As a result this 
essay has been marked out of 28 rather 
than 34. 

	


